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3892 South Island Highway,
Campbell River, BC

A Division of Russel Metals Inc.
METAL SERVICES CENTRES
Dependability since 1908

Wishing
C&R
continued
success!

FOR ALL YOUR STEEL &
ALUMINUM REQUIREMENTS

250•923•6436
Fax: 250•923•6434

CR Metal Fabricators
celebrates 50 years of business
Local company supplier to global markets

Congratulations
CR Metal on
50 years in Business
2710 Vigar Rd
CAMPBELL RIVER, BC

250-287-8841

Restored 1963 F100, CR Metal Fabricators’ original pickup truck

Congratulations
from your
friends at
Plastics Plus!
250-830-1528

www.plasticsplusfabricating.com

Proud Supplier
to CR Metal
Fabricators.
Congratulations
on 50 years
(250) 287-4733
www.leemacelectric.ca

STEVE

MARSHALL

Steve Marshall Ford proud supporter of CR
Metal Fabricators & other local businesses
www.stevemarshallfordcampbellriver.com
Sales: 1 (888) 474-2712
Parts: 1 (888) 885-0753
Service: 1-(888) 690-1324

Congratulations
on 50 years in business
(250) 287-7716
www.yorkmachine .com

By Linda Wegner
CAMPBELL RIVER – For half a century, CR Metal Fabricators’ highest
priority has been to serve the community with far more than top quality
products; for owner and general manager Rob Beetstra and his employees, it’s also about long-term relationships formed with customers. These,
Beetstra said, are as great a source
of pride as the company’s long-term
record of success.
“CR Metal Fabricators takes pride
in the fact that we are consistently successful in supplying not only the best
products but also the service, support
and value and guarantee that make us
a leader in our industry,” Beetstra told
Business Vancouver Island.
CR Metal Fabricators (CRMF) was
launched in Campbell River by Victor
and Dorothy Gallop in the early 1960s,
most likely in 1963. It was later sold to
the Gallops’ daughter, Donna Wilson,
and her husband, Barry. Rob Beetstra
and his wife, Darcy, purchased the
company in 2007. Throughout all five
decades since its launch, CRMF has
remained a “Ma and Pa” owned company.
CRMF is a certified company,
and Beetstra himself is a Canadian
Welding Bureau welding supervisor to
CSA 47.1 and CSA W47.2. As current
owner and general manager, he brings
years of welding service experience to
those positions.
While the company’s history is one
of strong familial ties, each employee
is highly skilled and qualified in his or
her own right.
Teresa Carlyle, daughter of company founder Victor Gallop, and Darcy
Beetstra do the office administration,
and there are another dozen and a
half workers employed by CRMF. Of
note is that the average length of time
that an employee has been with the
company is 15 years and, Rob Beetstra
said, it is rare to have an employee
leave the company.
“There are 18 employees, all of them
journeymen sheet metal mechanics or
welders. One of our greatest rewards is
the fact that probably eight of the 12
guys in the back started out as floor
sweepers,” Beetstra said.

Those floor sweepers, Beetstra
explained, represent some of the
more than 35 young men who have
gone through CRMF’s apprenticeship
program throughout the company’s
50-year history.
“We take them on as floor sweepers, evaluate and assess them and help
them through the apprenticeship program process. I watch them grow, get
married, have babies. They show me
their new cars and I become part of
their life. I recently attended a meeting where an aquaculture company
was rallying for a licence and I noted
that our company supports about 60
mouths,” he continued.
Matching the skill level of CRMF’s
employees are the demanding projects
they take on. Beetstra calls these the
“tough jobs.”
“The market has been beaten to
death for the easy job, but we get challenged with the difficult jobs. Probably
90% of the residents of Campbell River
don’t have any idea of the things we
do, of the products and parts that
we manufacture for shipping and use
around the world.”
When asked to enumerate some
of those jobs, Beetstra noted that the
company does not serve only a single industry. With the closure of the
area’s pulp mill and sawmill, CRMF
was forced to diversify, a move that
expanded the company’s services and
clientele around the world.
Along with provincial entities such
as BC Hydro and the Vancouver Island
Health Authority, clients include
the logging industry, SafeStar water
machines, run-of-river hydro developers, Peter Kiewit Infrastructure Co. and
Triton Logging Inc., a Victoria-based
company specializing in underwater
logging. Some current and recent projects include Port Mann Bridge replacement components, crane replacement
at Waneta Dam in Trail for SNCLavalin, four dam upgrade projects,
as well as jobs for Imperial Oil, Kearl
Oil Sands and a fleet of new explosives
transport service bodies for Gridiron
Drilling in Fort McMurray, Alberta.
“We work with all the health districts and boards, making lots of lab
components and biohazard components, and in conjunction with
another company that manufactures

Rob and Darcy Beetstra, company owners

chiropractic components for use
around the world. We make the big
towers used in Toba Inlet – from the
thinnest stainless steel to the largest
I-beams; we also made eight floating
log booms for shipment to Ghana,
West Africa,” Beetstra noted.
Across Canada, explosives transportation trucks and boxes used by
Natural Resources Canada are products of CRMF, as are boat-to-plant
processing systems used in the aquaculture industry. And those water
machines? CRMF is the only manufacturer of this specialty product.
“The SafeStar water company will
ship these products to New York state,
across the U.S. and as far south as
California.”
With its commercial arms around
the world and its finger on the industry pulse, Beetstra still counts his
home community as one of his highest priorities.
“I spend a lot of money in town
with purchases and sponsorships, and
I appreciate the suppliers who have
made the effort to stay in Campbell
River [during tough times],” he said.
Appreciation goes beyond mere
words, however, as everyone at the
company gears up to celebrate its five
decades of operation.
In addition to the various events
planned throughout the summer, there
will be T-shirts and hats to draw attention to the fact that CRMF not only
made it through several recessions
but continues to grow and expand its
product line.
“[Earlier] all our revenues came
from the resource sectors, and when
the mills closed we had to accept that
and take whatever came in the front
door. We were willing to do anything,
modernize with the time, computerize
drafting and get Canadian Welding
Bureau certification for fusing steel,
aluminum and stainless steel. We’ve
earned the satisfaction of a job well
done.”
Asked for a closing thought,
Beetstra said: “You won’t find us in the
Yellow Pages, but ask friends where
you can get quality work done for a
fair price and they’ll probably recommend us.”
Happy fiftieth anniversary, CR
Metal Fabricators! u

